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Overview

Through collaborative autoethnography 

● We offer reflexive stories of our own lived experiences through a collaboration or through 
collaborative encounters. 

● We use collaborative data to analyze and interpret our cultural context. 



Methodological & theoretical contribution

● Collaborative ethnography (CAE)

● Humanizing pedagogy



Definition of autoethnography

Auto (Self, personal experience)

Ethno (understanding cultural experience)

Graphy (describe and analyze, research process) 

(Ellis et al, 2011)



Autoethnography (AE)

● AE is a study of self, writing about individual experiences of life in the context 

of family, work and society and interpreting meanings and experiences.

● Acknowledges and accommodates subjectivity, emotionally and the 

researcher’s influence on the research than hiding and pretending that these 

issues are non-existent. (Ellis et al, 2011)

● The study of a person (Solo endeavor).

● Self-focused.



Collaborative Autoethnography (CAE)

● Contemporary and emergent quantitative research method.

● Focus on self but does so collectively and co-operatively.

● CAE is an ensemble performance not a solo act. 

● Each participant contributes to the collective work through his/her own distinct 

voice. 

● This paper is both autoethnographic and collaborative. 

● Applying autoethnographical conversations model

(Cheng et al, 2013)



Benefits of CAE

● Deeper learning about self and others. 

● Power sharing among research participants.

● Views research as activism.



CAE & Vignettes

● CAE involves showing people’s experience through self and others. 

● CAE shows people’s lived experience. 

● Making meaning of their struggles and co-constructing meaning with others in 

order to heal and grow from their pain. 

C Ellis, 2011.



Humanizing Pedagogy

● We need to encounter the other as human first and affirm the other’s 

humanity. 

● Humanizing each other from mutual vulnerability (ukuphefumulelana).



Implications for further research

● Call for more CAE studies in student affairs. 
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Questions? 


